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are nameless, are paternal. A list of 93 clans named for animals, plants, 
places, or persons, is given, together with the localities with which they 
are associated. Presumably the clans are localized in fact as well as in 
native theory, although a clan is found in several communities. Yet a 
man has a definite standing in his mother's community, where his clan- 
rriates reside, beyond that in his father's and his own, and he may even 
be elected chief there. Further, we are told that the selection of a chief 
by council "is the business primarily of the clan, assisted by other elders 
of the community and friends," yet he need not be a clansman. The 
confusion of clan and community, which is common to most general 
accounts of East and South African tribes, might well yield to an applica- 
tion of the census method. Age-grades unite one with all men and women 
born and initiated in the same year, and secondarily with his parents' 
grades. Members exercise mutual privileges of ridicule and may demand 
assistance. Terms of relationship, illustrated by genealogies, complete a 
valuable section. 

Aside from its value in depicting a hitherto undescribed people, 
this book is also as useful as an introduction to East African ethnography 
as the works of Roscoe and Junod. In the face of this sympathetic and 
well-rounded account, it may seem churlish to point out that a host of 
questions which naturally arise can not be answered for lack of precise 
data. And yet the most valuable feature of the book is undoubtedly its 
fairly full illustration with concrete cases. 

Leslie Spier 

History of South Africa from 1873 to 1884. George McCall Theal. 

London: 1919. 2 vols. 8', pp. xvi, 352, xi, 312. 

These volumes though appearing under a special name and as a pair 
are in reality part of a great series of eleven volumes covering the history 
of South Africa. The first volume of the series now appears under the 
title Ethnography and Condition of South Africa before 150$; the next 
three volumes are entitled History of Africa South of the Zambesi from 
I SOS to ijgS'y the next five are History of Africa South of the Zambesi 
1795 to i8q2; the remaining volumes are the two before us. The author 
of the work is well known; though born in Canada he has spent the 
greater part of his life in South Africa; he died last year, in his eighty- 
second year, while these volumes were in press. His great history has 
only indirect interest for the anthropologist, though the first volurrie is in 
our field. When it was first published it was an independent work, with 
the title Yellow and Dark-skinned People of Africa South of the Zambesi. 
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In these final volumes we have a plain and simple narrative of "twelve 
eventful years." The period includes the Zulu War, the attempt to 
destroy the Transvaal Republic, and the effort to disarm the Basuto. 
It is a story of aggression and imperialistic expansion. To the anthro- 
pologist it is chiefly interesting as depicting contact between two peoples 
fundamentally different and the results of the contact. 

Frederick Starr 
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